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Once upon a time, Adorno was regarded as an excellent pessimistic critic to 
culture, but his philosophy was neglected and oblivious. Recently, with the 
renaissance of the Adorno in the foreign country, the scholars in our country 
begin to attach importance to this western Marxist, his philosophy is discussed 
deeply step by step. Rely on the available studies, my thesis try to disclose the 
relation between the Enlightenment Dialectics and Negative Dialectics through 
the deep reading, and hope to master the spirit of the Adorno’s philosophy. 
The Enlightenment Dialectics is hard to understand, it is also the scan to the 
western civilization, by this scan, Adorno (including Horkheimer) point out 
clearly: in the most general sense of progressive thought, the enlightenment has 
always aimed at liberating men from fear and establishing their sovereignty. But, 
in the course of the enlightenment, the enlightenment betrays itself, becoming a 
new kind of myth, and has built a new bulwark-the rule of the instrumental 
reason. As a concrete showing, the culture industry provide an example. Adorno 
(including Horkheimer)indict, in our modern society, at the mercy of the 
instrumental reason, the culture industry has becoming a new kind of ideology, 
by way of the entertainment, the culture industry deceives、controls and enthralls 
the mass. 
But to Adorno, the critique to the enlightenment is for the positive concept 
of the enlightenment. That is to say, The enlightenment dialectics is the 















impulsion that leads Adorno to the “Negative Dialectics”, “it strives to surpass 
concept by concept”. Adorno realize, to change the direction of the concept, lead 
the identity to the non-identity, which is critical to the “Negative Dialectics”(the 
dialectics is always the conscious of the non-identity). The target of the 
“Negative Dialectics” is facing the subjectivity of the paradox, “its movement is 
not incline to the identity in the difference between the subject and the concept, 
but suspects all the identity ;its logic is a collapsed logic; overthrow the 
conceptual、arranged and objective form which the subject faces firstly.” So, 
through the getting rid of the cult of the concept, through the critique of the 
systematic philosophy and the identity principle, Adorno commit himself to the 
microcosmic way, he pay his attention on the non-concept and the particularity. 
So, the road from Enlightenment Dialectics to Negative Dialectics is the 
road to the philosophy of the non-identity, which completes in the Negative 
Dialectics : through the critique of the identity principle, through the expatiation 
to the principle of the absolute negativity and the relationship of the subject and 
object , Adorno comes to the philosophy of the non-identity and try to realize the 
non-compulsion reconciliation between the man and man ,man and nature. 
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